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Act, 1946, and generally for all questions concerning the physical
and mental health of the nation, .including vital statistics. The
department supervises those few health services which since 1948
have remained the responsibility of local authorities.
The Ministry of Education.—The promotion of education and the
development of educational institutions are the principal duties of
this department. The Minister is charged with securing the effective
execution by local authorities under his direction and control of the
national policy of providing a varied and comprehensive education
service in every area. This duty does not extend to university
education.
The Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries.—Except that the
Minister is also responsible for the Ordnance Survey and, jointly
with the Secretary of State for Scotland, for Forestry, the name
sufficiently explains the functions of the department. The Com-
missioners of Crown Landsvare a body corporate charged with the
management of land held by right of the Crown; the Minister of
Agriculture and Fisheries is First Commissioner. He is also (1954-55)
Minister of Food pending the winding-up of that department which
from 1939 was responsible for food rationing and bulk purchase of
food-stuffs.
The Ministry of Labour and National Service.—This department is
responsible for all questions relating to conditions of labour and
employment. During the Second World War it administered all
regulations relating to compulsory national service and is now
responsible for the administration of the National Service Acts,
1948-54.1 The role played by the Minister in recent years has
emphasised the importance of keeping industrial disputes out of
party politics. Starting with Mr. Ernest Bevin in 1940 successive
Ministers seem to have established a convention that whoever pre-
sides over this Department will keep as aloof as possible from the
more heated party political controversies. Moreover Her Majesty's
Opposition have contributed to this understanding, more particularly
in recent years during the tenure of office of Si£j^lter Monckton
who has markedly abstained from party controversies outside
and inside the House; he has been supported in his policy by his
immediate predecessor now on the Opposition benches.
The Post Office.—To this department is entrusted a State monopoly
of the postal and telecommunication services of the country. Since
there are post offices throughout the country, the Post Office is
utilised for many services provided by the Government which involve
local dealings with the public. Among these may be mentioned the
issue of certain licences, the collection of certain taxes, the payment
1 Pp. 405, 409-1 i,

